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The Bible our rule of faith !—The right of private iudgment our privilege. 
Hier stehe ich, ich kann nicht andérs helfe mir! Amen !=--LUTHER 
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NEW YEAR. 


Again are we called upon, to cast a retrospective view upon an 


important period and measure of time that has fled away ! Agam 


are we upon the threshold of a New-Year,:the events of which 
cannot be foretold by us, and yet may affect us most seriausly. 

The whole world has been compelled to acknowledge during the 
past year, that “the Lord reignéth.” Algiers, for centuries. en- 
trenched by the power of Satan, against the operations of the 
soldiers of Christ. has at length been compelled to surrender to 
the God of Truth. By the unexampled success of the French, 
in their attack upon the hitherto impregnakle land of barbarians, 
the door is opened wide, for the Ambassadors of Jesus Christ. and 


already are many convinced that Mahomet was an impostor, and 


that «Jesus Christ is the only way. the truth and the life.” 

Scarcely were the friends of the Bible engaged, in contemplating 
with wonder, love and praise, the operations of God, to kind!e the 
lamp of the Gospel, for the barbarian, when they were amazed, by 
the unexpected and unsuccessful revolution in-France. France, for 
centuries the home of Popery and Despotism. is as it were in the 
twinkling of an eye, converted into a most desirable retreat, for 
Bible Christians. “Phe Pope has lost one of his most powerful en- 
_gines against ‘religion and civil liberty, by the dethronement -of the 


infatuated, deposti¢e and abandoned, Charles the 10th, to. make room | 


for the constitutional and enlightened Philip. 
Our own beloved country, whatever differences exist. and heated 


controversies are carried on among politicians, ¢njoys sull una: 
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terrupted peace within and without. No nation is equally prosper- 
gus—no other constitution for our government, than that which out 
fathers gave can afford us such prerogatives and such protection as 


‘we now enjoy. 
Although Ropers and Infidelity have increased their exertions, yet 


the cause of the Bible has received an accession of friends, be- 
yond the most sanguine expectations of its active friends. Numerous 
benevolent institutions have been ushered into existence, and many 
that were languishing, have been received. Large districts of 
country destitute of the Bible, have been supplied. Protestants of 
different denominations, have established additional Missionary, Sun- 
day School, and Tract societies, whilst Theological Seminaries, gen- 
erally, received increased evidences, that they are sanctioned by the 
great head of the Church. 

Thus far then, we can retrospect with delightful sensations. But, 
have we all been as zealous and sincere as we should have heen, 
‘in thecause of the Lord? Have we sought, first, the kingdom of God? 
Have Ministers and their people proved, that they have, more than 
the form of godliness? Have we displayed from our souls, cour- 
‘age in the cause of the Lord, and declared by our acts, that we 
are ready to sacrifice every thing if called upon, to promote Zion’s 
cause ? Alas, the best and most active have cause to weep in deep. 
humility, that they are unworthy servants. Many are indifferent 
and cold, whilst others are zealous without knowledge. Drunken- 
ness, profanity and licentiousness prevail still to an alarming de- 

In our own beloved Church, the Lord has displayed much of his 
power and mercy. Benevolent institutions have been increased— 
many members have become more concerned for their soul’s salva- 
tion, and our Seminary of the General Synod, has experienced grea- 
ter aid and support from God, than its most sanguine friends da- 
red to anticipate. This fact is to be ascribed to the goodness of God, 
who, beholding the niggardly, the cowardly, worldly-minded, and 
ignorant, rising against his means of providing sinners with faithful 
and talented instructors, at once, proved, that he needeth them not. 
Yea, he has set at defiance, all who are opposed to the institution, 
whether they be united in a hody, or war against it, as individuals. 

It is then a solemn duty incumbent upon us as men, as christian, 
a3 friends of liberty, to pay » and inquire, what course shall we 
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pursue henceforth. Perhaps beloved reader, you will be summoned 
to the eternal worldfbefore the close of this year!!! Are you pre- 
pared to give an account of the manner, in which you have spent 
your time, talents and property? 

We are earnestly desirous, that liberty may march on with success, 
throughout the world—that the period may soon be at hand, whem 
men generally shall act under the influence of the Spirit of Christ, 
—that the liberties of the United States, may be handed down in- 
violate, to the latest posterity—that all denominations may increase 
in biblical piety, and that allt may enjoy the smiles of God’s coun- 
tensnce in life and in death | 

And finally, our beloved church being dear to us, we cannot cmit, 
beseeching its members, to walk worthy of the privileges they 
possess. Withont bigotry, love and sustain the discipline and doe- 
trines of our ancient-church. Imitate the good in others—bear with 
the errors you see among them—be ready however to give an an- 
swer at all times, and love all, that love the Lord Jesus. 

If you believe that the Intelligencer has been useful in the cause 
of our Zion, and desire that it may continue to exist, then sustain it. 
If what is due, remains unpaid, and if no additional subscribers are 
obtained, then will the work scarcely survive through the year, »nd 
leave a canker which will not cease its devouring operations upon 
eur slender Treasury of the Synod for several years, To avert 
such an event, we have not failed to do our part. This is our last 
‘appeal, and we pray it may be suaccessful.— Editor. 4 

BE ACTIVE ! 


_ Mr. Editor—It must cheer every pious heart in our connexion that 
‘a spirit of Christian benevolence is beginning to he exhibited 
amongst us, and that our various institutions of charity and learning 
are supported with some degree of liberality. This state of things 
may properly enough be called an “innovation.” for it is new, but it 
is the same kind of innovation in our church, as the Reformation 
of I.nther was in the miserably corrupted church of his day, an 
innovation that is hailed with transports of joy by every friend of 
the Redeemer, and which none but! the veriest enemy of the cross 
could ever oppose. God Almighty speed the work, until every con- 
gTegation and minister feels its influence, and the man who stands 
aloof shall feel himself alone and ashamed ! Who ever beard that 
religious benevolence was “burthensome to the people ?” Whe is 
now the poorer for contributing largely to benevolent institutions p 
‘The man who dares avow this, is unacquainted with or bas no faith 
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in the promises of God. He that watereth, shall be watered again. 
It is better to give than to receive. He that giveth to the poor Jen- 
deth tothe Lord. blessed is tlie man that considereth the poor. 
Are the people of the United States ibis day poorer because dur- 
ing the last year they contributed $500,000 in support of the great re- 
ligious enterprizes of the day ? During that time some mil- 
lions of dollars have been saved to the cotutry by staying the 
awful desolation of intemperance—100,000 persons have adupted 
the principle of entire abstinence—families have been delivered 
from the fell destroyer, the wilderness has re-echoed with the sounds 
of the gospel, thousands & tens of thousands of tracts have been circu- 
lated to preach salvation through a crucified Redeemer. Good order 
has been preserved, souls have been converted, the sanctity of the 
Lord’s day promoted, a few hundred thousand bibles distributed— 
an almost countless number of children brought into Sunday Schools 
and the blessing of God received in a variety of ways. What an 
incalculable moral influence will not all these combined operations 
exert ? We ask again, are the, people of this Union poorer for 
contributing that amount ‘of meney ? have they found it “burden- 
sonie ?”—must we believe that the introduction of associations in- 
to acertain quarter of our church, would be “burdensome” where 
the Lord has most liberally dealt out his temporal favours ? Oh ! 
tell it not in Gath. | | 
Though, blessed be God, this ‘‘innovation” has been introduced 
among us, yet we often hear brethren complain that they cannot col- 
ject more for our institutions and especially for the Education Socie- 
ty. It has always appeared to us that a want of proper system was. 
one great cause of their failure. The brethren for the most part. 
ask for dollars, when they ought to be satisfied with pennies—they 
aim at the choicest of the table, and let the fragments lie Tie. 
people of Great.Britain who are not more numerous, or more pious 
or more weakhy than we in this country, give nearly $3,000,000 an- 
nually to the great religious institutions of the day,and how do they 
accomplish this ? They “gather up the fragments that nothing be 
lost.” They collect jpeanres and by the end of the year it swells to 
| an immense sum.. ‘The principal part of the funds of these socie- 
ties issues from ‘“‘penny-a-week contributions.” A person can be- 
comeamember of a branch society by paying a penny a week to 
its funds. This sum, however, is regularly collected, and not al 
lowed to run in arrear,.and to be paid once a year, or once a quarter 
The collector calls regularly once a week and receives the contri- 
bution, for these institutions in England are principally supported by 
the poor.” Now let this system be tried by those of our brethren who 
have complained that they cannot collect dollars—there is not an 
individual! in the church who would refuse one cent a week, though 
there are some alas! who refuse half a dollar a year! Let tieir 
names be taken down ; Jet the Sunday Schoo! teachers or other 
well disposed persons regularly call on them for their contribution, 
and at the end of the year, they will be astonished at the sum they 
have collected. I know many a little village within the boun:ds of. 
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the Synod of Maryland in which at present 25 or 30 dollars are 
collected, where $100 might be annually raised with all possible ease, 
and that by the system above recommended. Let it but be tried and 
then we might educate every indigent young man who applies and 
assist every poor church that would call upon us for help. Let the > 
innovation be introduced, and the mighty experiment be made whe- 
ther it would be ‘‘oppressive to our people” for them to contribute out 
of their overflowing substance one single cent a week ! 


CLERICUS. 
INTERESTING TO PROTESTANTS. 
June 10th, 1829. 


‘Through the blessing of God, Iam again permitted to address 
you from this City, and in tolerable health. On my way from Calais 
{ spent a night at Tournay, and had an interview with the Rev Mr. 
De Faye, who superintends the distribution of the Scriptures in that 
district. He employs a Hawker, who exposes the topies for sale in 
the villages around. It sometimes happens, he says, that the Priests 
take up the books, examine them, and exclaim, ‘These are Protes- 
tant Books good for nothing but the fire.” I encouraged him te 
extend the circulation by every possible means, and not so much re- 

rd the price obtained from such a poor and ignorant population, 
as the act of having placed Gods word in the hands and before the 
eyes of those who never handlicd it nor saw it before, and where 
there is a prospect of its being perused, In the conferences which 
I have had with our dear friends here, they also bitterly lament over 
the stern and systematic opposition of the Catholic Clergy. and the 
gross Ignorance of the people. who seldom fail at confession to 
make it known when a testament has been given them, and this gen- 
erally leads to these being deprived of it. Let us hope that we 
shall be favoured to see in Belgium something like the spirit of 
inquiry now so powerfully raised in France in favour of the sacred 
Scriptures. One pleasing instance of good done, is, however con- 
tained in a letter from an English Lady residing at Spa. ‘Yester- 
day,” she writes “a venerable peasant, aged 82, met my husband 
and said, “Pardon the liherty I take, but [ have long desired to have 
an opportunity of thanking you for the Gospel of St. John, which 
you gave to my son, some years ago, in the Wood; it has been my 
companion ever since. I read when I walk by the way—I meditate 
upon it ; my mother valued her Bible, but when she died, her rela- 
tions got it. WhenT lost some of my children I grieved and offen- 
ded my God, but’ added he, and he wept as he said it, “the Gospel 
of St. John has taught me better things; and now if it shall please 
God to take the rest | know that they are his, and not mine. [ learn- 
ed to read, ten years ago, with very little difficu'ty. 
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On the 26th of September, I reached Dijon, on my way from 
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Lyons, and made an acquaintance of the newly appointed Protes- 
tant pastor of that place, M, de Fontin. The following day | 
heard him preach an excellent sermon to about 120 people, assembied 
in a large back room ina yard. This was his second sermon to the 
smal], now. rallying Protestant flock of Dijon, who have never en- 
joyed the privilege of a Pastor since they were scattered at the 
evocation of the Edict. of Nentes, and remarkable it is, that the 
first time they met for worship, after this long separation, it happened 
to be in the very same hall in which the then Bishop of Dijon sa- 
ved their ancestors from the. massacre of St. Bartholomews Eve { 
Three poor Artisans, I was told have been the instruments used by 
Providence for bringing about this resurrection of the protestant 
cause in Dijon. It is supposed that nearly one-third of M. de 
wer og hearers, on the Sunday that I heard him preach, were Ca- 
OCS. 


RVANGELICAL, LUTHERAN SYNOD OF MARYLAND. 


In our last number, we published the Minutes of this Synod. In 
the manuscript, the name of the Rev. J. Winter was inadvertently 
omitted, among the names of the Ministers present, and when the 
proof-sheet came into our hands, the omission escaped our notice, 
as we were just preparing for u journey of several weeks. 

The Rev. Charles F. Scheffer, having accepted of a call from, 
and taken charge of, the Lutheran Church in Carlisle Pa. which is 
within the jurisdiction of the West Pennsylvania Synod, requested 
of the President of the Synod of Maryland, agreeably to Chap. 
10, paragraph 4 of the Constitution, a certificate of his honorable 
dismission, which has accordingly been granted. 

The Rev. J. Kehler of Madison Va. Rev..J. Medtart of Martins- 
burg V. Rev. L. Eichelberger of Winchester, Va. and Rev. D. Eys- 
ter of Middleway, Va. ardenly attached to the General Synod and 
its Seminary, being impelled by their consciences, to be attached to 
no body which is not decidedly in favor of these institutions, have’ 
requested of the President and Secretary of the Synod of Mary- 
laud, to be continued members thereof and they are hereby contin- 
ued as such. 

The Rev. J. Kehler, baptized during the last year 51, administered 
the Lord’s Supper to 50, buried 15, and has one Church. and a Sun- 
day, School. 

‘Lne Rev. J. Medtart, baptized 40, confirmed 46, administered the 
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Lord's Supper to 185, Buried 13, has 3 Churches and 2 ‘Sunday 
Schools. 

The Rev. Mr. Sackman of Louden » Va. has not united with any 
other body, and wishes to continue with the Synod of Md. 

The following is a correct list of the clerical members of the 
Synod of Maryland, according to their age in office. | 

Rev. Dr. Kurtz, David F. Scheffer, M. Sackman, A. Reck, R, 
Kurtz, J. Kehler, J. Winter, M. Wachter, N. B. Little, J. N. Hoff- 
man, S. K. Hoshour, J. G. Morris, J. Medtart, J. Albert, D. Eyster, 
Eichelberger, H. Bager, H. Francis Ruth —Editor, 


GENERAL SYNOD AND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


That our General Synod and its Seminary, have succeeded beyond’ 
the most sanguine anticipations of the friends of these grand insti. 
tutions is an axiom, if ever there can be one. It is equally certain, 
that the blessing of God, rests in the highest degree upon them. 

When a Jew, or a Turk, or a Free-thinker, or a real Ignoramus 
speaks against and acts against, the General Synod of a Church, ar 
its Theological Sc fool, it is perfectly in character, and no one dare 
look forthe contrary. They must naturally oppose, or refuse to aid 
such institutions, as are calculated to unite members of one reli- 
gious denomination, and which in their very nature extend the Re- 
deemers Kingdom. Hence we need not be astonished, that profess »rs 
of Christianity, who had been in the opposition, are gradually dimin- 
ishing, or endeavor to cenceal their deformity. But there are stil 
some misguided individuals. Some, forgetting that man is fallible, 
seize upon the least trivial imperfection in the operations of these 


institutions, to justify an opposition, but these will we trust soon be- 


hold in their own course of conduct, so many deficiencies, as to be 
anxious to conceal them, and thus pass over less important imperfec- 
tions in others. Others, influenced by that child of hell, Pride, may 
take occasion to justify opposition because certain individuals have 
been particularly engaged, in sustaining these institutions, but such 
will soon see, that they who have been the active members, spent 
their time, talents and money, without any personal reward and ;yith 
the sole view of promoting the interests of the Church. Others 


may object to the term General—that it is net a scriptural term &c’ 
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but ghese when enlightened by the truth, will seek to hide their fa- 
ces. Yes, they wil] cease viewing an Ecclesiastical body, created 
by the people and under the control of Lay-men, as a Monster. 

True it has been whispered, that if some Ministers, aid the Gener- 
al Synod, they must lose their bread. Be it so, and Gerhard, deter- 
mined to do his duty, if he should lose his bread. Read his hymn 
*« Befichl du deine Wege.” But Gerhard, did not lose his bread, his 
Master rewarded him with an abundance, for his faithfulness. Thus 
wil) he now sustain his Servants. We however deny that the peo- 
ple of a Christian community, will oppose Synod or Seminary if 
the Ministers give the character of each, to their people, as they 
are bound to do. 

What would he thought of A + Military or Civil officer, were he 
afraid to declare the true state of matters, and pursue measures, 
-called for, by the cowardly and ignorant ? In this our beloved Re 
public, We the People would soon hurl such a miscreant from his 
post. And, is the salvation of a soul, of less importance than 
temporal matters? Arise then, if there are any people, who give 
bread to a Minister, who is afraid to do his duty, lest he lose his bread 
—arise, if the Minister does not impart to you, insjruction as to your 
Christian duties in general, & discharge that unfaithful steward, or re- 
quire him to repent. Save your own souls, by sustaining men, who 
will at all risks, do their duty. In the Lutheran church the People 
rule. Your General Synod and its Theological Seminary, as your 
property, is under the control of Lay-members, and if they find any 
institution in the church curtailing their rightful liberties, er not calcu- 
lated to promote the welfare of souls, they have the power to annt- 


hilate them.—Editor. 
LETTER OF THE REV. B. KURTZ. 


In assenting to the wish of the Rev. B. Kurtz, that the following 
letter from him, be inserted, we cannot but remark, that the error. 
which he notices, occurred no doubt, from the circumstance, that he 
only requested to enter his protest, against the resolution adopted 
in rélerence to Streit’s legacy. Errors are unavoidable, in recording 
the proceedings of a hoedy. especially when the Secretary is obliged 
to note them in haste whilst discussions are going on. We recollect 
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that a very accurate Secretary, some years ago, stated in the minutes, 
that a certain member had been elected President, when we were ac- 
tually chosen.—Hdtor. 

Haterstivon December 9th, 1830. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

INTELLIGENCER. | 

* Dear Brother—In looking over the minutes of the last Synod of Ma- 
ryland, held in Taneytown, as published in the Intelligencer for the 


month of December lust ; ! noticed a mistake in the Resolution - 


respecting Sirett’s legacy, which | think, justice to the parties con- 
cerned, by all means requires to he corrected. The Resolution al- 
luded to, reads thus : “iesolved, that the proportion falling to this 
body, should, atter the example of our sister Synod of est Penn- 
sylvania, go into the funds of our Seminary, Rev. B. Kurtz ONLY 
IN ‘THE NEGATIVE, requested that his protest against the above 
resolution, be spread on the minutes.” It is a fact that lL was deci, 
decly and conscientiously opposed) to the foregoing resolution, and 
after its adoption, requested that my protest against it should be re- 
corded ; but it is not a fact that J alone was in the negative. ‘There 


were nearly a half dozen of the brethren with whom I had the ho . 


nor to vote in the negative on that interesting question, and in jus- 
tice to myself as well as to them, [humbly cenceive this fact should 
be made public in order to rectify the mistake. [am not at this mo- 
ment able to recollect all those brethren, but the following, it may 
be relyed upon, were in the negative with me, Rev. Messrs. Haver- 
stick, Little, Winter, and Bacher. 
Hoping you will do me the favor to publish these few lines, or at 
least the substance of them, in the next number of the Intelligen- 
cer. I take the liberty to subscribe myself respectfully and affection- 
ately yours &e. | B. KURTZ. 


TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOR- 
EIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
As the British and Foreign Bible Society is, toa greater or less ex- 


tent, connected with nearly all the principal Bible societies on the 


continent of Europe and in other parts of the world, excerpt the 
United States, a statement of its proceedings will give a tolerable 
view of what is doing to supply the various Christian and heathen 
nations of the world with the sacred volume. As brief a view as 
possible of the labors of the various societies, from which ac 
counts are contained in the report, will be given here. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES ON THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE. 


Germany.—In Elberfield and Hesse-Cassel, societies have distribu: 
ted 8,950 Bibles, and 1,100 Testaments. 
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At Dusseldorf, Cologne, Newield, and Halle, 55,930 Bibles and 
Testaments were distributed during the year. At Dresden, 6,597. 
_ Bishop Fabricius at Herrnhut issued in half a year 2,110 copies, ma- 
king 11,314 Bibles and 38,202 Testnments, since 1814, most of 
which went into Bohemia. | 

The Central Prussian Bible Society, with its 44 auxiliaries, has 
distributed since August 1814, 450,000 copies of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures ; and 8,000 copies besides have been granted to individual 
agents in Berlin, for distribution. 

At Wittemburg 1050 Bibles and Testaments have been circulated. 
Arrangements have been made at Leipzig for printing 5,000 Bibles, 
and 5,000 Testaments extra, with 2,000 Servian and 5,000 Popish 
‘Testaments ; which were nearly ¢ompleted. At Nurenburg 7.456 
Bibles and Testaments have been circulated ; the Society there hav- 
ing circulated 18,179 since its commencement. At Munich the 
friends of the Society have been. supplied with f,100 Bibles and 
Testaments. The professors in the university there applied for Bibles 
en behalf of the 1700 Catholic Students, of whom 600 are stucdy- 
ing theology, and many are destitue of the Scriptures from their 
poverty. In Augsburg a bible Society has recently been formec. to 
which 900 Bibles and Testaments have been granted. In elcven 
months the Wuertemburg Bible Society circulated 19,596 copics 5 
its total distributions having been 203,019 eopies. Pastor Barth of 
Moettlingen has received 300 Bibles and 500 Testaments ‘To ether 
incividuals in the German states 51,530 copies have been granted. 

Switzerland —The Basle Sor'y has circulated 5,000 during the 
year, and 100 more have been distributed by an individual. ‘J!.c 
total by the Society is 156,307. ‘The Berne Society has distributed by 
its own means many more than the procecding year, and 900 copies 
have been granted it. The Lausanne Socicty has distributed since 
1827 , 2782 Bibles and 400 Testaments with its own funds ; and 1550 
copies of both have been granted to in. The Geneva Society has 
eficcted much in its own neichborhood, and contributed 2400 francs 
for French and German Pibles ; and is now printing an edition of 
the New Testament for Greece. To individuals at Neufchatel ?5¢ 
Bibles have been granted, 

France —The Paris Seciety has circulated 5355 copies during the 
lost year, and 103.751 since its organization. Prof. Kieffer has cir- 
culated 38,384 during the year, and three other individuals 12C0; 
and 22,850 hesides have been sent to the depository, on behalf of 
the Pritish and Foreign Society. The Testament has been printed | 
for the Basque population of France, amounting to 60,000; among 
whom nota copy of.the Scriptures could be found. 

" Russia.— About 10.°60 copies of Bibles and Testaments have 
been distributed by individuals, principally grants from the British 

Swreden.—The Swedish Bible Society, from its organization.to 11th 
of Apri! 1829, printed 106.687 entire Bibles, and 177,100 Testa- 
ments ; making 283.787 copies; while its issues had been 273,518. 
Grants amounting to 300 copies have been made, during the year. 


‘ 
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Norway.—To the Norwegian Bible Society 2000 copies have been 
sent ; and 50 to an individual. — 


Denmark.—To individuals and societies 6,375 copies have been 


eent. The Sleswig Holstein Society has circulated since its establish- 
ment 60,000. 


In Lubeck 4516 copies have been circulated ; in Bremen 8450; 
in Osnaburg 850; to Hamburg 425 have been sent ; and the Ham- 


burg Society has circulated since its commencement 40,857 Bibles, | 


and 5774 Testaments. 


The Dantzig Society last year circulated 1143; and since its com- 
mencement 15,105 : 200 copies have been granted them. 


Prussia.—The Konigsberg Society has circulated many in Lithu- 
anian and Polish, and 590 have been sent to it. The Detmold So- 
ciety has circulated 3174 copies in all. The Carlsruhe Society and 
individuals have circulated $439 ; the Minden Society 6115 ; 806 
Bivies and Testaments have been sent to Buchwald ; and 850 to 
Buntzlau ; 550 to Fraustadt. ‘The Leignitz Society circulated 1260 
copies, and individuals 920; the Barth Society 750 ; Upper Pome- 
ia Society 1000 ; the Stettin 13,291 in all; the Potsdant So- 
aciy 7500 ; 1-50 have been sent to Warsaw, and other parts of Poland, 

Italy.—An_ edition of 5000 copies have been printed in Italian. 

Jediterranean —8950 Bibles and Testaments in various languazes 
were sent to the depository at Malta. An edition of 2500 copies 


ot the New Testament in Armeno-Turkish, prepared by the Ameri-_ 


ean missionaries, isin the press. Also an edition of the whole Bi- 
ble in Modern Greek is preparing at Corfu. An edition of the 
New Testament in 10,000 copies is also in press. About 12,000 co- 

ics have been circulated in Greece during the year. The issues 
wand Smyrna and Constantinople were nearly 9000. Editions are in 


press in the Tartar and Constantinople dialects: and 700 ‘Testaments 


and Psalters have been issued in the Persian. An edition of the. 


Persian Bible has been ordered. — 


India.—The Caleutta Society distributed 6109 copies, and 1100 
have been granted them. The Madras Society have distributed 
18,952, mostly in Tamul. The edition of the Lestament was be- 
gun with 5500, and 5000 more of Matthew were afterwards ad- 
ded, and 1000 or 1200 more must be printed, so great had been the 
demand for the parts first struck off, beiore the latter part cou! be 
put to the press. To Bombay*have been sent 960 Gospels and Psal- 
ters in dersian and Syro-Chaldaic; Some o! the Gospels hiave aiso 
been printed there. In Goojurattee 3350 copies have been distribu- 
ted. —At Colombo 6000 copies of the New-Testament have been 
printed in Cingalese. To Malacca 800 copies have been sent ; to 
Singapore some, and some to Siam. | . 


At WVew South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land 975 copies have 
been distributed during the year, and more tian 6340 in all. 


Tic translation into the Tuhitian language is nearly completed 
and srangements are made for printing it. 
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The Amharic Bible is also preparing for the press, The Epistles 
are printed. About 400 copies in various languages were distribu- 
ted in Egypt: 150 have been sent to Sierra Leoue. 

South America and West Indies —Nearly 500 copies have been sent 
to Bermuda and Demarara ; 115 to Berbice ; $00 to Antigue ; 1581 
todJamaica; 1000 to Surinam ; 300 to La Paz ; and 201 to Mexico. 
Mr. Thompson, who has, for some years past, been very «ctively and 
successfully engaged in distributing Bibles in the country, bas found 
his labers so much impeded by the political state of the country, 
and by edicts against the circulation of tbe Scriptures, that he has 
been induced to return to his native country. 

The circulation of the Scriptures both on the continent of Eu- 
rope and in South America his been very much restricted by the re- 
solution of the Society to distrilute no cepies of the Bible them- 
selves, and to aid no societies who do distribute copies containing 
the Apocrypha. In all p: pal countries there is a prevailing unwil- 
fineness to receive the Bible witfiout this appendage. Many of the 
avenues, however, by which the Society formerly caused its blessings 
to ficow into ard over the centinent of Fiurope, and which, for a 
time, were shut, are again opening, and the objections to receiving 
the simple Scriptures are diminishing. | 

North American Provinces —To these provinces 9907 Bibles. 2700 
‘Testaments, and 500 Gospels or other portions of the Scriptures 
have been sent during the year. These are principally received and 
distributed by auxiliaries, which made remittances to the present so- 


ciety. 

To the missionaries of the United Brethren, 450 copies of the 
book of Revelation, in Esquimaux, end 100 Greenland Testaments 
have been sent for the use of the Esquimaux and Greenland con- 
verts. ‘The Society has also printed 1000 copies of the Psalms in 
Esquimaux. | 
Great Britain —While the Society has been endeavouring to bless 
other and distant nations wilh the word of life, great exertions have 
also heen made to ascertain and supply the wants of the Bniish 
people. Upon investigation the number of families in some coun- 
ties is found to be unex ectedly great, amounting, in some instances, 
to one third of the whole population. The number of auxiliaries 
and subordinate societies, and their receipts and issues of the Scrip- 
tures have been much increased during the year. All the various 
‘socicties for promoting n.orals and religious knowledge have exerted 
ther selves with great success, in distributing the Bible. In the first 
report ot the Merchant's Seamen’s Auxiliary it was stated that 590 
ships, having 6149 men on board, of whom 5480 were reported as 
able to read, were utterly destitutute of a copy of the Bible ; while 
last year it is stated that only four vessels, having 47 men on board 
were found vithout the Bible. , 

Ireland — During the year 79,329 Bibles and Testaments have been 
‘granted to various societies to be sent into Ireland. ‘Two societies, 
have, since their orgen'zetion, sent 812,835 copies of the Scriptures 
to Ireland —Mis. Herald. | 
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“LET LIGHT SHINE.” 


Mr. R—— wasa native of inci, a town, in Connecticut : how 
much of his life was spent there [have noi the means of knowing. 
At tne age of lerty he became an inhabitant of the town of M., 


in ine state of New-York; then a poor man, with « small family, — 


and actually owing more than he was worth; but he loved the cause 
of Uhrist. | 

The church of which he was now a member was very small, and 
Mr. R felt it his duty to afford all the assistance possibie in sus- 
taining the preached gospel. Unlike too many professed Cirristians, 
who do little or nothing tor God while they are in debt to their fellow 
men, Mr. R —— ventured to give while he was thus encumbered — 
He often said, here his prosperity began. 


His location being favourable to the mechanical business which he 


pene y he was soon able to discharge all his debts, and provide 
imseif with all the necessaries of lite. In the mean time he open- 
ed his hand liberally to all the benevolent objects of the day, and 
his influence soon became very salutary and extensive. 

At a certain time, the church and society of M., after struggling 
with much difficulty for two or three years to support preaching half 
the time, held a meeting to see what should be done, and were about 


to relinquish the object, and do without the gospel, because too poor 


to support it, when Mr. R-—— arose and said “Brethren, I cannot 
endure the thought «f living without preaching; I do not feel as 
though I could afford to be without the gospel ; [ am unwilling to 
give up the object without another trial;’ and steppimg up to the 
table he took his pen doubled his subscription, whieh was already 
known to be very liberal. His example was followed, and on the 
spot enough was raised to secure the desired object 

From that moment the sociefy continued to prosper, and in the 
year 1825 they were able to settle a minister with a salary of 600 
dollars. Soon after this Mr. R—— called on his pastor, and men- 
tioned, that in a certain portion of the townshin, (it being ve 
lare) there were many souls without religious instruction; and bona 


titudes of children without the benefit of Sabbath schools, and. 


thal something must be done forthem. At his suggestion the minis- 
ter ‘isited, and thorouch!y explored that part of the town described, 
and found it in great need of help. On relating the particulars of 
his visit to Mr. R——, he said. with much meaning, “Something 
must be done for them—they must have a missionary, and we must 
help them ; they are our neighbours, and we ought tocare for tuem.” 
After imploring the divine direction, Mr. R said, “My family will 
give forty dollars Encouraged by such an example. «Torts were 
made, and two hundred dollars were soon raised, a missionary was 
obtained, two hundred do!lers more were raised hy tlie people on 
the ground where he laboured’, and the result is, thet two meeting 
houses have haan ereetcd, two charches resuscitated and reoryanized, 


a goodly number of souls hove been born again, and they are now . 


able to support the gospel without foreign aid. 
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About this time Mr. R—— heard that a small church in a neigh- 
bouring town were without a place of worship, and that they had 
not the means, or courage enough to attempt to provide one. Un- 
solicited he sent them forty dollars, to be appropriated for a meetin 
house in that place. ‘Tiss donation has been the means, under God, 
of securing to that people a house of worship. Many other facts 
might be mentioned to sass the benevolent spirit of this good inan, 
which must be omitted, least the reader should be wearied with the 
len;th of this article. Suffice it to say, he lived To po Goop. His 
- life, for several years, was one continued series of good works, ten- 
ding constantly to advance the witerests of piety, and to spread the 
triumphs of the eross. To lay up for his children was not his cal- 
culation ; they well understood that their father cared much more for 
the welfare of Zion than he did for their worldly prosperity In 
this they seem well satified ; and their respect and affection for their 
parent corresponds with the degree of interest which he felt for the 
welfare of the church of Jesus Christ. In this is illustrated the 
imnortant truth, that the most certain way to secure filial respect, is 


- . tp set before the household an example consistent piety. 


Mr. R died of the consumption, February, 1828, after a 
confinement of several months, during which time his faith increas. 
ed, until hope was ‘‘swallowed up in fruition.” It was affecting to 
_see his family hang around his dying bed ; they loved their father, 
and they saw in him an earnest of immortal joys; the bri.-htening 
hopes of heaven glowed in his countenance as he decended to the 
tomb. On the day of his death the writer of this was with him 
several hours, but not when he expired. I said ta him, ‘Brother — 
R——, is all peace ?’ He opened his eyes, and with an expression 
on his countenance which I can never forget, for it told of heaven, 
replied, ““O yes, I can say, J know in whom I have believed, and aw 

ed that he will keep that which I have committed to him wntii 
that day.” His family were all present, watching with deep inter- 
est the lingering moments of their beloved parent ; several other 
friends were also there. I left him, though with great reluctance. 
All along he had told his children their father had no fear of death, 
because the Saviour lives. They saw it true when he sunk into the 
arms of death. All was now still. The eldest son looked calmly 
on, holding the arm of his dying father, to ascertain the exact mo | 
went when the sou! should leave its earthly tenement for the abodes 
of immortality. His end was perfect peace; and when the silent 
palm had told the solemn truth that he was gone, the pious son laid 
the lifeless arm upon the breast, closed the unconcious eyes, then 
turning to his brothers and sister, wish a smile, “‘Vow let us fall down 
and thank the Lord that we have had such a father.” 


While the closing scene of this good man’s life showed the high 
respect and affection of his children for their father. their subsequent 
conduct exhibits no less clearly the happy effect of his example 
upon them. It is enovgh to say, they walk in his foctsteps. and a 
systematic course of benevolent action preves, that the ruling prin 


ciple in most of them is, the love of doing good. 
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I cannot close this interesting account, without going back, and 
woticiyg more particularly the influence of this good man upon 
the church of which he was a member. His charities were judi. 
eious and systematic ; to him it was a pleasure to do good. It will 
be remembered that he was comparatively a poor man. His exam- 
ple had an effect, not so much from the amount which he actually 
contributed, as from the spirit ul which it was done, and its propor- 
tion to his income. | 

At a time when less than thirty dollars a year was contributed at 
the Monthly Concert, in aid of foreign missions, Mr. R put in 
regulirly one dollar on month. When this was known, others more 
able began to say, “If brother Revi can give one dollar per month, 
Ie.n;” and these collections soon increased to one hundred and fif- 
ty dollars a year. Moreover, the salary of their own minister was 
now more punctually paid than it bad ever been, while, for the ve- 
rious benevolent objects of the day, nearly one thousand dollars a 
year have been raised by this chureh, which, but:six years ago, was 
scarcely able to raise seventy five. All this, too, while the real 
srength of the society has, if any thing, decreased, by deaths and 
rem vals, 

In producing this happy result, nothing, bably, has had ter 
influence than the example of this benevolent man; and as [| cast 
my eyes over the multitude of feeble churches scattered through our 
tand, I am constrained to exclaim, O that each of them were bles- 
sed with one such character as the good Mr. R Let me also 
appeal to the heart and the conscience of every member of all our 
abies, and ask, will not some one or more in every church, raise 
out of the selfishness, the covetousness, and worldliness with which 
most Christians are enthralled, and be to the church and to the world 
what this good man was. Then your example would bless a whole 
community ; then you might confidently expect the full assurance of 
Hnmortal glory in a dying hour, and by the side of your sleeping 
dus!, a devout son, in the full tide: of filial respect and affection, 
might pour forth the utterance of a grateful heart in thanksgiving 
i» God, that he has had such a father—American Pastor's Journal. 


PRAYERS FOR THE DFAD. 


It is stated in the London Times of July 23d, that the clergyman 
who preached the funeral sermon of his late majesty, offered pray. 
ors for the repose of his soul ! and that the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells did the same at the funeral of the Princess Eharlotte. We 
are surprised that’these popish, superstitious rites should be resorted 
to hy Protestants on any occasion Even if it be supposed that the 
spint of the old leaven, adheres in some instances to those protes- 
tants who have more of ceremony and prescribed forms, in their 


worship than others, yet, as abuses of this kind were one of the © 


principal causes of the reformation, it is remarkable that one of 
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the reformed should in‘ruoduee them when they are known to be di- 
-pectlv contrary to the doctrine of their church. in the litur, y, it 
is said, there is nothing that sanctions the use of prayers for (he 
dead ; and we dre gratified to see that this unexpected resuscitatioi of 
a popish rite is condemned by writers oi the Episcopal Church. 
The British Magazine remarks im speaking of this fact—We think 
it of such importance as to call for an explicit declaration fiom our 
church on the subject. We think it is a considerable approxuna- 
tion to the doctrine of purgatory, which our articles declare io be 
a ‘fond thing vainly invented,” and we shall soon see the ‘orate pro 
animadbus” revived upon our tomb stones. 


NOTICES OF THE PAPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
"STATES. 
(Continued from No. 10. Page 317.) 


The same Pontiff, in his instructions to his agentsin Poland, given 

in 1808, professes this doctrine, that laws of the Church do not recog- 
nize any civil privileges as helongiig to persons not Catholic ; that their 
marriages are not valid ; that they can live only in conculinage ; that 
their children, being basturds, are wmeapucitai d to inherit ; that the Ca. 
tholics themselves are not validly married, except they are united 
according to the rules preseribed by the Court of Rome; and that, 
when they are sbivied according to these rules, their marriage is 
valid. had they.in other respects, infringed all the laws of their coun- 
try.”* 
Instead, therefore, of joining in the laudatory acclamations with 
which some appear ready to greet the emissarics of the Court and 
Church of Rome, we must be permitted, from a sense of the dan- 
gers of our spiritual Zion, and of our immnities and _ blessings, 
arising. from this quarter, to continue a littie farther the translation 
of such lately published docunents as appeared in a previous num- 
ber of this Journal. These, it seems to us, must open the eves of 
our brethren and fellow citizens, and urge to renewed and evange. 


lical effort. | | | 
The following letters and extracts relate to the “Mission of Ohio.” 


From Cincinnnati, the Bishép remarks to a friend in Europe : “I 
am consoled, and filled with gratitude toward the noble and benevo- 
lent Monarch of France. I beg you, on every occasion that may 
offer, to be the interpreter of my sentiments and sincere thanks to - 
the patrons of the mission; answer them that J daily pray for them. 
and that while | live I shall not cease to pray the Lord to reward 


their zeal and charity. 
«T have at last yielded to the solicitations of my friends, and the 


*Pp. 66, 67 ; 129. 130. 
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meet | caused by a visible increase of Catholics. I have resol- ¥ 

_ ved to build a cathedral ; it is already covered ; our new chapel, 
though very small, will become my seminary. But I expect to en- . Wa 

large it, if I can procure a contiguous spot of one hundred and ae 


4 
~ 


fifty feet, for which two thousand dollars are demanded : we greatly 
need it, to complete our establishment ; and I hope that, with the 
re of Divine Providence, you will assist me in accomplishing this 
esign. | 
“During the summer, I visited a part of my diocese, as faras yf 
New Lisbon, pregehing on the right hand and on the left, and ad- — 
ministering all the sacrements, orders excepted. In all the congre- wt at 
gations I have at times administered three or four different sacra- oa | 
ments* to the same persons, in the same day. I cannot recollect ia 
how many I have baptised and confirmed. I have neither/@ priest 
nor domestic to accompany me across these thick forests : our poor, y ee 
people could hardly lodge and feed two ecclesiastics, without famish-"~ he 
| ing themselves. Sometimes they are obliged to give up their own | 
| wretched beds. My journey lasted three months ; and:I was often 
so exhausted in talking, praying and preaching, that I had hardly. 
| enough resolution to take my nourishment. You know by exper- 
| ience how it is. How many times have you not breakfasted and 
dined on the same meal, at four or five in the afternoon! Well are : ps 
you able to repeat : JVon ignara mali, miseris succurrere disco. | 
‘IT have found that all my congregations increase, so to speak, dai- 
ly. We have eleven churches or chapels built or building, and two. $e 
more are in prospect. At Zanesville, Canton, and near New Lis- i 
bon we have well-bnilt brick churches, but they are covered only, | 
for want of pecuniary means. ‘They have neither floors nor win- 
. dows. Every body applies to me for assistance, as if I had trans- » Ae 
ported Peru from Europe. My resources, at present, are only the ‘ : 
funds which the charity of my benefactors has procured for me in 
Jcurope. But the great and indispensable. expenses for building my 
cathedral ; the cost of journeys, conveyance of articles, tolls, &c. t 
have already consumed the greater part. I have with me three 
priests, one female domestic, her husband, and a single child belong- 
ing to the choir, whom I must feed, clothe, &c. You see I have en- | 
ough to do in organizing the diocese, and making preparation for a ee | 
Seminary. If I can only finish my cathedral, and buy the adjoining | . 
land in order hereafter to enlarge it, when necessary and practica- 4 
ble, I shall be satisfied. For a legacy to my successor I have no 
coods but this establishment only—and it is hard!y half finished. As pi 
soon as the funds on which we subsist at present shall be exhausted, “i 
I shal! be obliged, if more be not furnished, to. quit the country, or i 
undergo the lot of insolvent debtors. I do not»receive enough oe 
from my chapel and the whole of my diocese to pay simply the 
expenses of my horse or of my letters. I could never have ima- 
yined that the postage of letters would have amounted to three, 
four, and sometimes five dollars a week; while the collection made. 
| 
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on Sundays in the Church,| and which composes all my episcopal 
rovision for the table, amounts only to about four dollars a week. 

ou'see what my distress is ; do the best you can for us.” 
The letter concludes as follows: “Present my compliments and 
the assurance of my very sincere gratitude to my benefactors. I 
— do not fail to pray daily both for them and you, whohavegiven me so 

many vubstantial proofs of your friendship.’* 
The King, whose bounty is in the beginning of this letter so 
|  feelingly azknowled ed, has since become, in the province of Al- 
-_— “Mighty God, a wanderer, and that, it seems, through his own im- 
ee, ‘prudence as well as the evil counsel of interested courtiers, them- 
selves, apparently, the willing instruments, in religious concerns, of 
+ wily Jesuits. W hat permanent effect on the Papal Church at large 
| - williS@produced by the resent deeply interesting state of things 
“ @)in France, we must wait for time to develope. While the State dis. 
~ @a8ds a national subjection to the religion it has for so many ages 
“professed until the revolution of 1792, and which, after the restora- 
tion of the Bourbon family, and especially since the accession of 
Charles X. to the throne, had been reinstated in its influence and 
shoe Me is not impossible that a greater number of expatriated 
esuits and priests will seek a home in these United Strtes, and give 
fresh energy to the Romish enterprize in the West. 


The next two letters are from M. Reze,a priest, and pupil.of thé 

Propaganda, addressing a mutual friend in Europe ; and as they ex- 

. hibit the view of things taken by the writer on the spot, and his 
; consequent feelings and anticipations, they are given entire, and will, 
we doubt not; be found of no inconsiderable interest. ) | | 


‘‘In a few days we shall put/our hand to the work of commencing 7 
the cathedral. When we ry have paid our debts, bought lots, 
finished our new church, and ¢onverted the old one into a_ habitable 

- mansion or a German church, there will remain but little to form the 
college, which must become our principal resource. Behold us, then, 
always in arrears. He who does not actually know our situation can 
hardly form an idea of it. America is rich, it is true ; but then it 
is in the towns on the sea-coast; for in the interior she is so only 
in productions of the earth and articles of living. Yet if one re- 
flects that our churches are not yet established, he will easily see 
of .what importance to us are articles of food, especially if we are 
destitute of other things, and of persons to prepare them for us. 

“‘Mgr-has the happiness of governing his church without church- 
wardens. By this method you see we are at peace, althongh with- 
out help. ere we to establish them, they might be very useful 
to us, but we should fear schisms and dissensions, of all evils the 

atest. Despotism exercised against the pastors, and division and — 
Gisorde r, in many other churches, assure us fully of this. Better 
*Annals, etc. Numero xvi 1829, pp. 279—282. 
fThe difficulties in Philadelphia arising from these officers are al- 
Judéd to in a subsequent letter., 
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then is poverty, and dependence on the charity of the faithful, than 
tyranny ! 

«sf peaalect that you requested to know of me what was the ori- 
gin of our capital of this State. Its existence, you know, is not 
very ancient. I have been told, that, during the war of indepen- 
dence, the ‘Americans, in order to defend the country from the incur 
sions of the English, built a fort on the banks of the river, Ohio, 
called at that time Fort Washington. ‘hither, at evening, the nhahi- 
tants of the country, and those who dwelt in the small houses around 
under its protection, were accustomed to retire. During the day 
they cultivated the earth. The resemblance of this mode of li 
to that of ‘the illustrious Roman, who was taken from the plough 
to be placed at the head of armies when the republic-was in dan- 
ger, gave to the new fort the name of this great man. The popula- 
tion of Cincinnati increases daily; they reckon init more than 18,000 
inhabitants. Oh that Religion were also making there a rapid pro- 
gress! This we have a right to expect from the zeal and piety of 
the holy Bishop whom Heaven has granted it, and seems to accom- 

anv with its own favors. Listen, with submission to the will of 
rovidence, to a circumstance that will afford you proof of this. 

‘‘A worthy and very rich Catholic of Ohio, . Dugan, having 
learned that Mgr. had arrived in America, and was preparing to 
journey to his diocese, came to meet him, with his own equippage, 
as far as Baltimore, about three hundred miles. Having found Mer. 
he takes him in his carriage, together with M. Richard, and Father 
Young, a nephew of the Prelate, who had likewise come to meet 
him. Hardly had they started, before the horses, — affrighted 
without any Bren cause, champ their bits, and ran violently, 
whatever effort be made to stop them. The carriage is broken, the 


baggage scattered along the roads and the worthy owner himself is - 


first dragged on, and then falls dreadfully crushed—dying but a few 
- hours after, under circumstances which render the scene one of the 

most tragical. Nevertheless, the three ministers of the Most High 
escape, as it were by miracle, from this imminent danger. Still, 
Mr. Degen's death, which the world would call deplorable, subserves 
the designs of God, who, when He pleases, brings good out of evil. 
The instructions, which it afforded an occasion for giving, the -exam- 
ples of resignation and patience, and the godly death of the good 
Catholic, became the cause of many conversions to our Religion.” 

If we here see a fixed and persevering determination tomake the Di- 


vine Providence apartyin spreading the empire of Papal Rome in this - 


‘Protestant community ; the following letter of the same gentleman 
will, we think, excite some few reflections. 


 «__. Mgr. will depart to-day, in order to visit, during two or 


three months, a part of his diocese. Iam to accompany him, and 
Wego on a mission among the savages. At my return [ shall be 
able to give you ample information respecting their mode of life and 
customs. While I was going to give instructions at a distance from 


*Annals, ect. Numero xvi. Jan. 1829, pp. 282—284. 
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St. Joseph, I met a company of them ; they were going to Wash- 
with one of their Their very fanciful ; ma- 
ny wearing jewels in their ears, and rings at the nose. By their co- 
Jor, I thought I perceived strong features of resemblance to those 
Chinese and Tartars, whom I had noticed at Rome or in Germany, 
when we beheld those swarms of soldiers who burst upon ery 
a few years ago, with the Russians. This proves to me what has 
often been said, that they themselves originate from Asia. Indeed I 
recollect to have read in the Lettres edifiantes, that a missionary, who 
had preached in Tibet, met in North America a woman whom he 
had known in Asia. a ae 

“Our cathedral is advancing ; it will be 90 feet long and 45 wide. 
The wooden church, which stood here before, was'so small, that it 
could not contain the people who came to attend on our holy solem- 
nities. When Father Hill exercised his mini here and preach- 
ed, tt would not contain the Protestants who crowded to it. 

“The instruction given here has effected great conversions, and 
mitigated the fury of a superstitious and ignorant people, often rous- 
ed against the clergy by ill-meaning persons. After the cathedral, we 
know not how we shall have the further resources necessary to estab- 
lish the college. It is difficult to form an idea of our situation.— 
We must have proper clothing; and horses to visit the sick and our 
congregations, often very distant from each other. It is but a few 
days since I was called on forasick man, eighty miles off. I per- 
formed the journey in a day ; but the heat was so excessive, and the 
travelling so laborious, that when I reached the person I was sick 
myen’s notwithstanding the assiduous cares of these brave people, 
who. told me with tears that they had never seen a priest in their 
woods. After midnight I began confession. The sick man had a 
faith so lively, and was so satisfied after confession, that he was much 
better for my visit. oa 

“Since arrival, a great number of persons have presented 
themselves for instruction in the true Religion. I hope that, if the 
Lord blesses our efforts, we shall be able to finish the cathedral and 
to found our college. We shall see the truth triumph ; the temples of 
idols will be overthrown, and the seat of falsehood will be brought to 
slence. ‘This is the reason that we conjure all the Christians of Eu- 
rope to unite, in order to ask of God the conversion of these unhap- 
py infidels or heretics. What a happiness, if, by our feeble labors 
and our vows, we shall so merit as to see the savages. of this diocese 
civilized, AND ALL THE Unitep STaTEs EMBRACED IN THE SAME UNI- 
TY oF THAT CaTHoLic CHURCH, IN WHICH DWELLS TRUTH, AND 
TEMPORAL HAPPINESS—while we are expecting to be gathered into 
—_ smecten sheepfold, where will exist but one flock and one. shep- 

erd !” BY faa 

If any of our readers have before this entertained a doubt respec- 
ting the wishes and ultimate designs of Romanists, in regard to our 


“Since dead. He is said to have been nephew of Rev. Rowland” 
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country, it is hoped that the fervent desire expressed at the close of 
this honest, though rather desultory letter, will remove it entirely. 
In fact, the strong cords and green withes have almost bound our 
pense Samson. Happy will it be if this series of disclosures shall 
awake him to an effectual exertion of his great strength. For we 
trust that, when sufficiently roused, he will be able to carry away the 
doors of this prison gate, posts, ber and all. 

It — be useful to put on our record the following letter of ac- 
knowledgement, from the ‘‘Bishop of Cincinnati” to “Elis Highness, 
Monseigneur, the Grand-Almoner.” We must then close this num- 


ber with the account, as published in France, of the Convention © 


held in Baltimore by the clergy of the Romish communion, and a 
communication of the new Archbishop respecting the situation and 
prospects of the church under his care. | 

Bishop Fenwick writes to the Grand-Almoner of France, the 
Prince de Croy, Bishop of Strasburgh, thus: 

“«“My Lorp, | 

«‘Permit me to recall myself to your recollection, and renew to yotr 


Highness the sentiments of sincere obligation and profound respect, 
with which the goodness and kindness of your Highness; in dispen- 


sing the aids furnished by the Association for the Propogation of the 
Faith, have filled my heart, and which are the sure pledge of my 
eternal gratitude. | 

“I have acknowledged the receipt of twelve thousand five hun- 
dred and forty franes,* sent me by M. D—, in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1825, after the benevolent distribution, made by the Supe- 
rior Council, in the month of June of that year, in favor of my 
poor diocese, which truly stood in need of it, having no other re- 
sources but the charity of the faithful in Europe. I flatter myself 
still, my Lord, that I shall soon be permitted to acknowledge another 
sum for the year 1826, from a similar munificenee in the Superior 
Council, under the direction of your noble and beneficient High- 
ness. I venture to flatter myself also that the charity and magnant- 
mity of your Highness, and the generous zeal of the Superior 
Council will not be restricted, in regard to my poor diocese, to 1826, 
nor to 1827, since their remains so much good to be done-—as the 
bearer of this letter, my worthy secretary and confidant, the Abbe 
Reze, can convince your Highness. He will give you particulars, 
in reference to my OWn actual situation, the progress of religion m 
this country, and the wonders which the good God has condescen- 
ded to produce with very feeble instruments. . 

«Thanks to the Divine Providence and the charity of our bene- 
factors, our cathedral is finished ; it is decent, and even beautiful 


*It appears that there was assigned to the American Missions, in 
the years 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827 and 1828, by this Association alone, 
the sum of 351,536 francs, 90 centimes, making about $61,666. 
Of the distribution made last year we have not as yet a report. 
The particular assignments for 1828, were published in our last 7 | 
her. | 
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for this country, but it has exhausted my funds. I have no semina- 
ry ; but am in the greatest need of it. I fear lest my faithful and 
indefatigable missionaries sink under their excessive toils, and lest 
this new vine of the Lord be destitute of evangelical husband- 
men. ‘The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few.’ — 

‘I beg therefore the beneficent charity of your highness, and the 
continuance of aid, in the distribution’ of the alms of the Asso- 
ciation for the Propagation of 'the Faith. Condescend, my Lord, 
to grant me’your protection, and your gevuerous influence with the 
Superior Council, for the love of God, and the salvation of souls; 
these motives, I know, are dear to you. 

“Accept, my Lord, the expression my respectful homage, and of 
the high consideration, with which I have the honor to be, 

“Your Highness’s most grateful and most devoted servant, 
| EDWARD FENWICK, 
Bishop of Cincinnati.” 
We would turn now from this courtly epistle to contemplate, as 
was proposed, an account of the assembly, or ‘‘Council” in Balti- 
more, as it was reported in France. It exhibits an authentic view, 
doubtless, of the Papal church in the United States, although it 
repeats several statements which we had made before from other 
sources. It is contained in the last number of the “Annals,” receiv- 
ed from Paris, and was published Jast April, under the head of ‘Mis- 
sion of Baltimore.” 

‘The city of Baltimore, in Maryland,” says the Editor, “was 
founded about the middle of the eighteenth century by Lord Bal- 
timore. Its population is about 80,000 souls, of whom a fifth part 
are Catholic. When this country belonged to the English, it was 
subjected to the jurisdiction | of the Apostolic Vicar of London ; 
but after the revolution of 1776, the necessity was felt of esta- 
blishing an episcopal see in the United States, in order that, the cen- 
tre of authority lelee less distant, its action might be more prompt 
and more efficacious. Pope Pius VI., by,bis bull of Oct. 5, 1789, 
ereated a bishopric at Baltimore, and appointed to it John Carroll, 
an ancient Jesuit. M. Carroll was a native of the country ; exerci- 
sed in it the functions of an apostolic ministry, and sustained a high 
reputation for zeal and ability; in fine, he had the suffrages of all 
the missionaries, his brethren, whom the Pope, for this time only had 
authorised to elect. | 

‘During the administration of Mgr. Carroll, the numbers of Ca- 
tholics increased greatly in the United States ; whether through the 
conciliatory virtues of the Prelate, and the consideration in which 
he was held by Protestants themselves, or on account of the emi- 
grations occasioned by the troubles of Europe. In 1791, a synod 
had been held at Baltimore ; in this it was resolved to request of the 
Sovereign Pontiff a division of the diocese, or the appointment of 
a coadjutor. The second request Pius VI., some years after, gran- 
ted, and appointed M. Leonard Neele, an ancient Jesuit, coadjutor 
of Mgr. Carroll, and bishop of Gortyna, in partibus. M. Neele 
was consecrated the 7th of December, 1800. At length, the divi- 


“ 
f 
> 


1831] | NOTICES OF THE PAPAL CHURCH. $43 


sion of the diocese being judged more and more necessary, Pius VII. 
by a brief of the 8th of April, 1808, erected Baltimore into a 
metropolis, and created four new bishoprics, those of Philadelphia, 
New York, Boston, and Bardstown in Kentucky. Those of Charles- 
ton in South Carolina, Richmond in Virginia, and Cincinnatiin Ohio, 
were established, the first two on JuJy 11, 1820. and the third, June 
i9, 1821.”—<That of New Orleans,” it is remarked in a note, “is 
the oldest in the United States after the episcopate of Baltimore. 
it was erected Sept. 12, 1794, by Pius VI., who at the same time ap. 
| parse: to it Don Aloysius Penalver-y-Cardenas ; but at that period 
ouisiana belonged to the Spaniards.”—*‘The bishops appointed for 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Bardstown, were Messrs. Michael Egan, 
John Cheverus, and Benedict Flaget, missionaries in America for 
| a considerable period. The bishop appointed for New York was M. 
| Luke Concanen, a dominican, who resided at Rome ; he died at 
Naples, whither he had gone with intention of embarking for his 
diocese. ‘The other three were consecrated at Baltimore, the first — 
on the 28th of October, 1810, the second, on the Ist of November, 
and the third, on the 4th of that month. The Archbishop profi- 
ted of the occasion of their meeting to determine with them on 
certain points respecting the government of their churches. A 
constitution was formed ; it contained eighteen articles, of which 
we shall cite only the most important. ‘Priests are exhorted to with- 
draw unbelievers* from plays and other profane diversions, as well 
as from assemblies of Freemasons ; it is prescribed that to the lat- 
ter they shall not administer the sacraments, except they promised 
to go no more to the lodges.’ This regulation, signed by the Arch- 
bishop, his coadjutor and the three new Bishops, is dated November 
13, 1810. Mgr. Flaget has lately had occasion to execute the arti- 
¢le just quoted. An officer of the Freemasons having deceased, 
at Louisville, without having made the promise required, was buried 
in the Catholic cemetery during the absence of the missionary.— 
The Prelate, regarding the cemetery as profaned, has set it up for 
sale. | 
«‘Mgr. Carroll, died on the 3d of December, 1815, in his 80th 
year. He was deeply regretted, not only by the Catholics but Pro- 
testants also; the public papers went in mourning, as at the death 
Washington. M. Neele succeeded Mgr. Carroll in the see of Balti- 
more, but survived him only a short time ; he died in 1817. Fore- 
_seeing his approaching end, on account of his age and infirmity, 
he had requested of the Pope a coadjutor. Pius VII. had granted 
his desire, and, by a brief of July 24th, 1817, had pe M. 
Ambrose Marechal coadjutor of the Archbishop of Baltimore, with 
the title of Archbishop of Staurdpolis. 
‘«¢M. Marechal was born at Ingre, near Orleans, in 1762 ; and was 
a member of the congregation of St. Sulpitius. He departed for 
America in 1792, returned to France in 1803, and was professor of 
theology at St. Flour, Aix, and Lyons successively. In 1811, Bona- 


*Qu. Instead of ‘infideles’ should it not be read ‘fideles’? 
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for this country, but it has exhausted my funds. I have no semina- 
ry ; but am in the greatest need of it. I fear.lest my faithful and 
indefatigable missionaries sink under their excessive toils, and lest 
this new vine of the Lord be destitute of evangelical husband- 
men. ‘The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few. — 

“I beg therefore the beneficent charity of your highness, and the 
continuance of aid, in the distribution of the alms of the Asso- 
ciation for the Propagation of the Faith. Condescend, my Lord, 
to grant me your protection, and your geverous influence with the 
Superior Council, for the love of God, and the salvation of souls; 
these motives, I know, are dear to you. | 

“Accept, my Lord, the expression my respectful homage, and of 
the high consideration, with which I have the honor to be, 

“Your Highness’s most grateful and most devoted servant, 
ae EDWARD FENWICK, 
fos Bishop of Cincinnati.” 

We would turn now from this courtly epistle to contemplate, as 
was proposed, an account of the assembly, or *‘Council” in Balti- 
more, as it was reported in France. It exhibits an authentic view, 
doubtless, of the Papal church in the United States, although it 
repeats several statements which we had made before from other 
sources. It is contained in the last number of the “Annals,” receiv- 
ed from Paris, and was published last April, under the head of ‘‘Mis- 
sion of Baltimore.” 

“The city of Baltimore, in Maryland,” says the Editor, “was 
founded about the middle of the eighteenth century by Lord Bal- 
tuumore. Its population is about 80,000 souls, of whom a fifth part 
are Catholic. When this country belonged to the English, it was 
subjected to the jurisdiction of the Apostolic Vicar of London ; 
but after the revolution of 1776, the necessity was felt of esta- 
blishing an episcopal see in the United States, in order that, the cen- 
tre of authority othe less distant, its action might be more prompt 
and more efficacious. Pepe|Pius VI., by his bull of Oct. 5, 1789, 
ereated a bishopric at Baltimore, and appointed to it John Carroll, 
an ancient Jesuit. M. Carroll was a native of the country; exerci- 
sed in it the functions of an apostolic ministry, and sustained a high 
reputation for zeal and ability; in fine, he had the suffrages of all 


the missionaries, his brethren, whom the Pope, for this time only had 
authorised to elect. | | 

“During the administration) of Mgr. Carroll, the numbers of Ca- 
tholics increased greatly in the United States ; whether through the 
conciliatory virtues of the Prelate, and the consideration in which 
he was held by Protestants themselves, or on account of the emi- 
grations occasioned by the troubles of Europe. In 1791, a synod 
had been held at Baltimore ; in this it was resolved to request of the 
Sovereign Pontiff a division of the diocese, or the appointment of 
@ coadjutor. The second request Pius VI., some years after, gran- 
ted, and appointed M. Leonard Neele, an ancient Jesuit, coadjutor 
of Mgr. Carroll, and bishop of Gortyna, in partibus. M. Neele 
was consecrated the 7th of ember, 1800. At length, the divt- 
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sion of the diocese being judged more and more necessary, Pius VIJ. 
by a brief of the 8th of April, 1808, erected Baltimore into a 
| metropolis, and created four new bishoprics, those of Philadelphia, 
| New York, Boston, and Bardstown in Kentucky. ‘Those of Charles- 


| ton in South Carolina, Richmond in Virginia, and Cincinnatiin Ohio, 
| were established, the first two on July 11, 1820. and the third, June 
| i9, 1821."—*That of New Orleans,” it is remarked in a note, “is 
the oldest in the United States after the episcopate of Baltimore. 
It was erected Sept. 12, 1794, by Pius VI., who at the same time ap.- 
parse to it Don Aloysius Penalver-y-Cardenas , but at that period 
ouisiana belonged to the Spaniards.”—*‘The bishops appointed for 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Bardstown, were Messrs. Michael Egan, 
John Cheverus, and Benedict Flaget, missionaries in America for 
a considerable period. The bishop appointed for New York was M. 
Luke Concanen, a dominican, who resided at Rome ; he died at 
Naples, whither he had gone with intention of embarking for his 
diocese. ‘The other three, were consecrated at Baltimore, the first 
on the 28th of October, 1810, the second, on the Ist of November, 
and the third, on the 4th of that month. The Archbishop profi- 
ted of the occasion of their meeting to determine with them on 
certain points respecting the government of their churches. A 
constitution was formed ; it contained eighteen articles, of which 
we shall cite only the most important. ‘Priests are exhorted to with- 
draw unbelievers* from plays and other profane diversions, as well 
as from assemblies of Freemasons ; it is prescribed that to the lat- 
ter they shall not administer the sacraments, except they promised 
to go no more to the lodges.’ This regulation, signed by the Arch- 
bichon: his coadjutor and the three new Bishops, is dated November 
13, 1810. Mgr. Flaget has lately had occasion to execute the arti- 
<le just quoted. An officer of the Freemasons having deceased, 
at Louisville, without having made the promise required, was buried 
in the Catholic cemetery during the absence of the missionary.— 
The Prelate, regarding the cemetery as profaned, has set it up for 
sale. 

‘Mgr. Carroll, died on the 3d of December, 1815, in his 80t 
year. He was deeply regretted, not only by the Catholics but Pro 
testants also; the public papers went in mourning, as at the death of 
Washington. M. Neele succeeded Mgr. Carroll in the see of Balti- 
more, but survived him only a short.time ; he died in 1817. Fore- 

_seeing his approaching end, on account of his age and infirmity, 
he had requested of the Pope a coadjutor. Pius VII. had granted 
his desire, and, by a brief of July 24th, 1817, had ewes M. 
Ambrose Marechal coadjutor of Archbishop of Baltimore, with 
the title of Archbishop of Stauropolis. 4 

«*M. Marechal was born at Ingre, near Orleans, in 1762 ; and was 
a member of the congregation of St. Sulpitius. He departed for 
America in 1792, returned to France in 1803, and was professor of 
theology at St. Flour, Aix, and Lyons successively. In 1811, Bona- 


*Qu. Instead of ‘infideles’ should it not be read ‘fideles’? 
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parte were eae the Sulpitians to leave the direction of the 
seminaries, M. Marechal returned to the United States. During his 
_ administration, which continued ten = and a half, he promoted 
the good which his predecessors had begun. M. Carroll had laid the 
foundation of a cathedral ; M. Marechal has finished this edifice, and 
had the satisfaction to consecrate it, May $1, 1821. Itis a very beau- 
tiful temple ; there is not in the United States either a Catholic 
Church or Protestant place of worship that can be compared with 
it. Itis encumbered witha debt of 150,000 francis ; but this debt 
will be gradually ap tre by means of the annual income from 
the pews and seats. M. Marechal had sailed to Rome in 1822, for 
the interests of his diocese, and received of Pope Pius VII., se- 
veral testimonials of esteem and affection ; he had even been a 
pointed an attendant on the Pontificalthrone.* The Bishop of Rich- 
mond in Virginia having been transferred to Waterférd in Ireland, 
the court of Rome did not think proper to give him a successor, and 
M. Marechal was appointed administrator of the diocese of Rich- 
mond. The hea!th of this Prelate was now daily growing feeble; in 1827 
he was aflected with dropsy in the chest, under which he sunk, Jan- 
uary 29th, 1828. By a brief of the same month, Leo XII. had given 
him for coadjutor, M. James Whitfield, with the title of Bishop of 
Apollonia ; but the brief not arriving in America before the death of 
. Marechal, M. Whitefield has at once been consecrated Archbish- 


op of Baltimore. ey lake 
“«“We may assert,’ observes the Editor of the ‘Annals,’ “that 


this Prelate although born in England, belongs to the diocese of 
Lyons; there he pursued his ecclesiastical studies, at the seminary 
of St. Irenzeus, and received there all his orders, even to that of the 
riesthood. He had been a pupil of M. Marechal, he had followed 
im to the United States, had become bis grand-vicar, and finally his 
successor—after having been formed, by his able master, to the epis- 
copal ministry and to apostolic virtues. 

“One of the first acts of the new Archbishop has been to make 
the pastoral visitation of his diocese, which is very flourishing. His 
clergy is composed of fifty-two Priests, who having been generally 
educated by the gentleman of St. Sulpitius, are full of zeal and 
learning. e then convoked a national council, which met at Balti- 
more in October last. The Prelates present at the council were Mes- 
srs. James Whitfield, archbishop of Baltimore ; Benedict Joseph 
Flaget, Bishop of Bardstown ; John England, bishop of Charles-, 
fon and grand-vicar of East Florida ; Edward Fenwick, bishop of 
Boston. Four bishops of the United States failed to attend the 
council, namely, M. Henry Conwell, bishop of Philadelphia ; M. 
John Dubois, bishop of New York ; M. Michael Portier, bishop of 
Mobile, and M. John David, bishop of Mauricastro and coadjutor 
of Bardstown. M. Dubois had embarked for Europe the preceding 


- *Our republican and biblical simplicity may read with admiration 
of such distinctions among a disciples of Him who said, My 
kingdom ts not of this world, 
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month, and M. Portier lad not returned from his own voyage thither. 
M. Dubois had sent his proxy to M. David, whom some indisposition 
vented from appearing and hs M. Dubois was not represented. 
M. Conwell had just returned from Europe, and could not attend the 
council. The Sovereign Pontiff. we learn, has given a coadjutor to 
this Prelate in M. Kenrick, a native of Ireland, and missionary m 
Kentucky ; and M. de Nekere, a Belgian priest, and missionary m 
Louisiana, has been appointed bishop of New Orleans. M. Wil- 
jiam Mathews, administrator of Philadelphia, attended in the bishop’s 
room. ‘The other members were, Messrs. John Tessier and John 
Power, grand-vacars, the one of Baltimore and the other o! New 
York ; Father Dzierozinski, surpeRiok THE Jesuits ;* M. Carriere, 


“Astonishing, that such a phenomenon should have appeared in 
these United tates at this late and enlightened period, and ‘be thus 
publicly announced !—when almost all Europe, within little more 
than half a century, with an enlightened Pontiff at their head was uni- 
ted in expelling the pestilence of Jesuitic doctrine, and crait, and im- 
morality. ‘That now the detested order should, with such eftronte- 
ry, and as an insult on mankind, be revived, and its name unblushing- 
ly and boastingly protruded, even in the designation of a public gh 
nal, may well be esteemed a wonder of the world. No one who 1s 
conversant with the history of the order, and not himself a member 
of it, can contain his righteous indignation when contemplating its 
crimes. The volumes written against it by men of the first repute 
for seriousness, learning, talents, and rank, not only out of the pale 
of the Church of Rome but more peculiarly within it, and especi- 
ally in France, many of which are at this moment under our eye, 
would of themselves form by no means an inconsiderable library. 
‘Were the information contained in them diffused throughout our 
country, 1t would at least be impracticable for such principles and 
practices to flourish Jong. Every patriot should be awake! ‘In the 
17th century,’’ as is observed by a French writer, “M.de Gondrin, 
Archbishop of Sens, not knowing how to repress the self-styled So- 
ciety of Jesus, ordained public prayers in his diocese for their conver- 
sion. Would to God,” he adds, ‘that this act of religion, now more 
necessary than ever, were renewed. ‘Thus would we show our hatred 
of Jesuits. We would implore for them the mercy of God, that they 
might sincerely return. Our lips, it is true, in combating their anti- 
christian system, have appeared to utter words of hatred, and to 
treat them with severity. But God is witness that this zeal against 
such as profane His sanctuary does not hinder us from bearing them 
upon our hearts. If our expressions are strong, it is because the 
scandal is at its height, and they relate to the errors, impieties, in- 
trigues, cabals and innumerable crimes of the Soeiety. ‘These we 
reject and detest, but the persons who maintained them shall never- 
theless be dear, and our grief will increase, as they appear the more 
incorrigible.” 

See “Denonciation de Ja Doctrine des soi-disans Jesuites aux Ar- 
cheveques et Eveques de ’ “on de France.” p. 354. 


¥ 
ve 
> 
> 
= 
| | 
¢ 
Pad 
| 
++ 


346 NOTICES OF THE PAPAL CHURCH. JJANUARY 
of Sulpice, providentially in America ; Méssrs. Louis Deluol and 
£dward Damphoux, theologians, of the seminary of Baltimore ; 
M. Francis Patrick Kenrick, theologian of Mgr.the Bishop of Bards- 
town ; M. Simon Brute, theolagician of Mgr.the Bishop of Charles. 
ton ; M. Debarth, theologician of Mgr. the Bishop of Cincinnati ; 
M. Augustus Jean-Jean, theologian of Mgr. the Bishop of St. Louis ; 
M. Anthony Blanc, theologian of Mgr. the Bishop of Boston, and 
M. Michael Wheeler, theologian of the administrator of Philadel- 
phia . M. Chauche had the care of the ceremonies. 

‘The Prelates arrived in succession at Baltimore. Mgr. the Bish- 
= of Charleston arrived first,) preached in the capital on the 20th 
of September, and, while waiting for the opening of the council, 
made a journey to Emmetsburgh, where he visited the seminary of 
St. Mary, and the boardingschool of the Sisters of St. Joseph.— 
Mgr. Flaget arrived at Washington, September 19th, with Messrs. 
the Bishops of Cincinnati bad St. Louis ; he is Dean of the Bishops 
of the United States ; he lodged at the seminary with Mgr. Rosati. 
Mgr. Fenwick continued some|days at Washington. Mgr. Fenwick 
of Boston isa cousin of Mgr. the Bishop of Cincinnati, and has 
exercised the ministry at Baltimore, Charleston, and other cities of 
the United States. ‘Before opening the council, the prelates held 
preliminary sittings, to regulate the subject and order of the deliber- 
ations, to decide points of jurisdiction, and to prepare matters. It 
was remarked that thé Bishops and the theologians were of very dif- 
ferent countries. ‘Two of the Bishopsjwere born in the United States, 
one in France, one in Ireland, one in Italy. Among the theologians, 
also, were individuals from France, Poland, Ireland, Germany, &c. 
Sometimes it has been supposed there was a rivalry between the 
[rish and French. M. Flaget, however, who is a Frenchman, had 
chosen an Irishman for histheologian ; and M. England, who is an 
Irishman, had reciprocally made choice of a Frenchman. 

«The opening of the council was on Sunday, October 4th, in the 
cathedral ore of Baltimo Mer. the Archbishop celebrated a 
solemn mass ; he had fixed that day for receiving his palliwm, which 
was placed on him by Mgr. the Bishop of Bardstown, the eldest of 
the Bishops. The sermon was preached by Mgr. the Bishop of 
Charleston. The Bishops then held their first session. Every day 
there was a session in the morning, preceded by a grand-mass. On 
Monday, Mgr. the Bishop of Bardstown officiated ; on Tuesday, 
Mgr. the Bishop of Charleston, and so on, ir the order of — 
Besides the morning session, attended only by the Bishops and the ad- 
ministrator of Philadelphia, there was, at 4 P.M. a congregation, at 
which there were also the members of the second rank. 

“‘Mer. the Archbishop of Baltimore had invited the suffragans to 
prepare a list of questions ta be discussed in council. Several points 
suggested by the Bishops were collected, and the result was a se- 
ries of questions and subjects to form the matter of deliberation. 
These questions were arranged under three heads—faith and disci- 
pline, the sacraments, and the conduct of ecclesiastics. Mention 


was then made of the TT synod held under M. Carroll in 1791, 
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and of the regulations which were made in it, and whether they 
subsisted still, and what was their authority ? They deliberated on 
the powers mutually granted each other by the Bishops ; the reserved 
cases,* and the powers to be given to priests. They discussed the 
nature of the promise made by each priest at his ordination, and the 
obligation resulting from it. ‘They deliberated on the manner of 
proceeding against ecclesiastics} on the reading of the Holy Scri 

tures by the faithful ; on the Douay version; on the editions of the 


_ Bible Societies ;{ on the writings of Protestants against the faith, 


and on the prohibition to read them. ‘They were above all occupied 


respecting the cireulation of books proper to make the Catholic faith 


known, and to answer the objections of its enemies ; and whether. | 


it would not be expedient to estabush a oe oe office consecrated 
particularly to this object, when¢e she should issue both books of 
on and school-books ? It was also thought necessary that there 

established a periodical. to appear once in three months, in the 
manner of the ‘Quarterly Review,’ which should be entirely devo- 
ted to the concerns of the Catholic Religion. Since many of the 
dioceses have no seminaries, and it would be difficult to establish 
them in all places, it was proposed to form a central seminary, or 
common cell e for the whole metropolitical jurisdiction, where young 
persons should be educated at a low cost, and prepared for the func- 
tions of the priesthood. Religious societies for education engaged 


*These form, in the voluminous body of Papal ecclesiastical laws, 
an important item, and may be seen, even in the ordinary books, oc- 
casionally. However, in the different dioceses they appear to vary 
considerably, rendering it a point of caution and policy that eccle- 
siastics of lower grades interfere not with another’s province. For 
a confessor is not allowed to give absolution for all offences indiscr i- 
minately. ‘There are the ‘“‘casus reservati,’ which belong either to 
the Bishop, or more generally to the nie, = rendering the resort to 
Rome, “ubi omnia venalia,” as has been long said, exceedingly fre- 
quent ; although a power is given to a to decide in extreme 
eases. Atthe time of Jubilee, however, plenary in: ulgences multi- 
ply,—and hence the vaunted excellence of that institution, or arti- 
fice. See Mar. ab Angelis, De Reservatione, in his Examen Theol. 
Mor. p. 440. cet. But it appears from Monclar’s “Notes” to his 
‘‘Compte Rendu” that a Jeswt can absolve in cases ordinarily reser- 
ved for the Pope, not only as well as a Bishop, but even in a superior de- 
gree. For this assertion he quotes Suarez. See p. 53. 

fOne of peculiar value to the Romanist, since “repentance” is 
uniformly expressed by “penance ;” and the rest of the translation, 
as far as practicable, accommodated to the views of an interested 
hierarchy. | 

tAn editorial article appears on this subject in the “Annales,” ut- 
tering great complaints of the ineorrectness of several new versions, 


printed by the British and Foreign Bible Society—especially in the 


Oriental idioms. It is mostly, however, translated from English puh- 
lications hostile to the work of missions 
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attention also, especially those) for females ; likewise brethren asso- 
ciated for Christian schools, with the means of giving them perma- 
nency ; churches to be built ; what is necessary to be done in regard 
to trustees, and the means of) repressing their pretensions.* It is 
known what disputes and scandals have arisen on this subject in se- 
veral tioceses, and it may be o. that it is one of the greatest scour- 
ges of the churches in the United States. Another point agitated 
was the uniformity of catechisms, rituals, and books of prayers. 
Other questions, on which deliberations were held, related to the sa- 
¢raments, principally baptism, confirmation, the eucharist, marriage, 
mixt marriages, the duties of ecclesiastics, their costume, &c. 
“The council, which had commenced on Sunday the 4th of No- 
vember, was finished on Sunday the 18th. It was not thought pro- 
per to publish its acts, until they had’ been approved at Rome, whi- 
ther they have been sent.t On the evening of its termination, the 
Bishops resolved on the preparation of a pastoral letter, addressed 
by them in common to the Catholics of the United States. his 
astoral, which is dated on the 17th of October, is signed by Mer. 
a ra weg the other Bishops, and the administrator of Phila- 
elphia.{ | 
“They first congratulate themselves on the progress of Religion 
in those countries ; a progress/arising from the concourse of happy 
circumstances—the zeal of the missionaries, the emigrations from 
Europe, the acquisitions of new territories, and arrival of new 
evangelical laborers ; but it isinecessary to provide for a succession 
in the ministry, since it cannot be imagined that new missionaries 
will be arriving continually from Europe. The Bishops even declare 
that they are no longer disposed to permit that priests, who are in 
bad esteem elsewhere, should be received into the United States, 
to create schisms and scandals there, as has sometimes happened. 
The Prelates desire to return thanks for the generous assistance they 
have received from a benevolent society in France, and exhort the 
Catholics of the United States to do something also for the main- 
tenance of their Church. They then invite attention to the educa- 
tion of their children, their duties on this subject, and the care of 
procuring good schools. They deplore the too widely spread preju- 
dices against the Catholics, to dissipate which attempts have lately 
been made. For this object a journal, “The Catholic Miscellany,’ 


“This office seems, for valid reasons, to give no small uneasiness to 
the R1IsING HIERARCHY—as the priests by no means desire lay-over- 
seers. Still, however, it comports with our popular institutions.— 
See the publications in Philadelphia, 1822, on the diffiulties in regard 
to Rev. Mr. Hogan. 

tIf any among us have felt opposed to the doctrine of ‘imperium 
in imperio,” even as regards the feeble remnant of our Indians, how 
much more should they feel in contemplating a Body of such extent. 
whose acts need and receive the authorization of a Loreign Poten- 
tate. 

{Printed at Baltimore, 8vo.|pp. 29. 
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has been published in the Southern States ; but it has not Been sus- 
tained, and it is found the editor must discontinue it. Other publi- 
cations, for similar objecis, have lately been made at Boston and at 
Hartford. The Prelates urge the encouragements of them. They 
announce that they have formed an association to publish elementary 


books proper for schools, and which should be freed of all that. 


might give to young persons false ideas of religion. ‘They persuade 
the faithful to be on their guard against unauthorized versions of the 
Scripture ; and recommend, as the best translation, that of Dauay 
for the Old Testament, and that of Rheims for the New: these 
are, say they, the best in English. They then oppose, but with as 
much moderation as necessity, those pretensions, which are contrary 
to the rights of the Church—whnich are the pretensions of trustees, 
whom they do not name, but point out with sufficient clearness — 
They close, by exhorting the faithful to observe exactly the practi- 
ces of religion, and to keep themselves from that spirit of indiffer- 
ence, which, under the varnish of liberalism, tends to confound 
truth with error, by representing all religions as equally good. Such,” 
sy the editor, “is the substance of this pastoral letter, which is 
full of wisdom nobleness and piety. | 

“The Bishops have throughout,” he continues, ‘‘discovered, in*this 
council, a happy agreement, and a lively solicitude for the interests 
of religion ; and we have reason to believe that this assembly will 
contribute powerfully to the prosperity of the Catholic Church. in 
the United States. For this we are under obligation to Mgr. the 
Archbishop of Baltimore, who conceived the design of the council, 
and directed its deliberations ; and who, in all his connexions, with 
his colleagues, has shown himself worthy of the inportant vocation 
he had to fulfil.” 


Two communications from the) present Archbishop, thus introdu- 


ced, will close our present extracts. In a letter dated at Baltimore, 
June 27, 1829, he informs the Editor of the “Annals” thus :— 

“The diocese of Baltimore comprehends.the State of Maryland 
and the District of Columbia. Maryland isa State situated between’ 
the Potomac and Pennsylvania, occupying the two sides of Chesa- 

ake bay, in its upper part bounded on the east by the State of 
| Terwetiaas ; it has from 13 to 14,000 square miles. The District of 
Columbia is a small territory ten miles square, situated on the banks 
of the Potomac. This territory has been detached from Maryland 
and Virginia, and made independent of these and all other, States 
of the Republic, for the free assembling of the Congress, and the 
residence of the president, and all the other officers of the United 
States’ government. Washington is its principal city. 

‘Maryland has 407,000 inhabitants, the district 33,000 ; in all, 
440,000. Of this population, about 113,000 are. blacks, of whom 
three quarters are ies. The Catholics may amount to 60 or 80,000, 
of whom 6 or 7,000 are in the District. 


‘Maryland has for its principal city Baltimore, which reckons. 


80.000 inhabitants. It was but a hamlet in 1750: now it is a great 


and superb city, with magnificent streets, a crowd of monuments | 
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and important institutions, and'a much-frequented harbor. The Ca- 
tholics area one fifth of the population. ‘The rest is divided into a 
multitude of sects, the principal of which are the Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians and Methodists. Then come the Anabaptists, the 
Quakers, the Universalists, the Unitarians, Swedenborgians, or peo- 
ple of the New Jerusalem, some Jews, &c. Itis to be remarked, 
that all these sects, the first ‘hree especially, are divided by schisms 
and intestine dissensions. The sect of Episcopalians, for example, 
which separated from the English Church at the period of the re- 
volution of this country, in 1776, is actually on the eve of Sudering 
a new schism: one party verges toward Arminianis™m. and wishes to 
preserve the hierarchy ; the ee inclines strongly towards Gomar- 
ism, and endeavors to introduce the popular forms of the Presby- 
terians. It is now two years $ince their last Bishop, James Kemp, 
died ; and, notwithstanding repeated efforts of the electors, they 
have not yet been able to agree on the choice of a successor. 

‘Already has a great schism occurred among the Methodists ; they 
are divided into Orthodox and Radicals ; the first retain the Bishops , 
the second have entirely shaken off the yoke of those pretended 
Prelates. From the ranks of the Quakers, who are ordinarily so 
peaceable and tolerant, not to/say indifferent, arose, five or six years 
since, a bold and enterprising man, who has drawn the half of his 
sect into deism. The name of this new apostle is Hicks. On all 
sides new temples are rising to receive his proselytes, while the old 
are deserted. : 

«©All these sects have at Baltimote a great number of ministers 
and churches ; of the latter some are sufficiently large and beauti- 
ful, but all are entirely eclipsed by our own superb metropolitan 
church. The churches of the Catholics are five ; the metropolli- 
tan, the old church of St. Peter. which supplied its place until 1821, 
and in which parochial service is still performed during the week ; 
the church of St. John particularly destined for the Germans ; that 
of St. Patrick, and that of St. Mary, which is the church of the 
seminary and of the college of the same name. ‘There is also a 
chapel in the hospital, possessed by the Sisters of Charity, where 
the boly sacrifice is celebrated very frequently. 

“The metropolitan church, of which Mgr. Carroll had laid the 
foundation, was happily completed by Mgr. Marechal, who has for- 
med of it the most beaatiful religious monument in the United 
States. It has an organ equal to that of Notre Dame at Paris, and 
a choir. that executes the most difficult pieces as well, as can be ef- 
fected in cathedrals best furnished, in this respect, whether in France 
or Italy. This ability of ovr musicians contributes to produca a hap- 

y effect on the Protestants, whose worship is so naked and dry. ‘The 
principal altar, the paintings, the ornaments—all befit the metropoli- 
tan church of the United States. The body of the house isin form — 
of a cross, has its nave, its two ailes, its choir, and the sanctuary in 
a circular form. It is 165 feat in length, (withont reckoning the por- 
tico. which will be 24 feet,) and 77 in breadth ; the diameter of the 
<lome is 60 feet within, and ” on the outside. Its height, from the 
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base to the summit, is 116 feet, and it is surmounted by a cross 11 
feet high. The two towers, which it is proposed soon to erect on the 
front of the church, will be 120 feet high. ' 

«This beautiful church, built on the highest ground in Baltimore, | 
overlooks the whole city and its vicinity, including the bay, which is 
ordinarily covered with ships. ‘The protestants themselves consider 
the cathedral as the ornament and honor of their city, and frequent 
u with an interest almost equal to that of the Catholies. 

“The church of St. Patrick, erected by the labours of the wor- 
thy M. Moranville, a French priest, its last pastor, who has left a 
name so dear and venerated in this pzrish, is a considerable building, 
of a noble and light construction, with an organ, and a clock suth 
ciently loity. | 

“The chara of St. John is not indeed so large, but still excites 
an interest. That of the seminary and college of St. Mary is a 
building in the Gothic style, and of remarkable taste. Divine ser- 
vice is performed in it with the plain Gregorian chant, following the 
customs of the semmaries of France. A vaulted chapel, construc- 
ted beneath the principal church, allows great facility for several i 
ous exercises. Having been built more than twenty years, this 
church of the gentlemen of St. Sulpice has singularly contributed 
to excite in Baltimore the spirit of religion which distinguishes the 
Catholics of that place. Uunder M. Nagot, and Messrs. Dubourg, 
Flaget and David, (the last three of whom have become Bishops.) 
and with so many brethren worthy of them, the pious conferences 
and associations, the religious ceremonies, &c. have not ceased to 
edify and interest Catholics and Protestants at once, the Americans 
and the French. | 

“The zeal of the Catholics at Baltimore is signalized by all the 
various good works which are seen in the most pious cities of France. 
There is a numerous society of the most respectable ladies, who de- 
vote a portion of their time to obtain spiritual and temporal relief 
for the wretched ; they visit the poor and the sick at their own homes 
and at the hospitals, and provide for their wants. With the clergy 
and the Sisters of Charity, they superintend the education of 
children ; they contribute to the support of an asylum for orphans, 
and a numerous school of poor children, and assemble on Sunday 
those children of their own sex, who cannot attend on working 
days, to teach them reading, writing, and to say their prayers, &c. 

“here is also a society of men who do for boys what is done by 
the ladies for girls. These schools.are frequented not only by the 
Catholic, but also by Protestant children, many of whom embrace 
the Catholic religion, or at least receive impressions in its favor, 
which they carry into the bosom of their families. 

‘‘Many associations have also been formed among the people of 
color, both for instructing their me and visiting the sick, under 
direction of the different priests of the city. This sketch of the 
piety which prevails at Baltimore may serve to exhibit what is prac- 
tised in other parts of the diocese, in proportion to their means and 
population. 
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